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BAPTISM GUIDELINES

Congratulations and best wishes as you celebrate the gift of new life. Itis with joy that the Church
receives your child as a candidate into the Sacrament of Baptism. Baptism is the great Sacrament
of Initiation which makes us children of God and children of the Church. Baptism is the beginning
of your child’s faith life. A life, that will be filled with the love of God. In presenting your child
for Baptism, you assume the duty of training your child by word and example to love God and
neighbor, and to be faithful members of the Church.

Please make note of the following guidelines for Baptism:

Because Baptism brings your child into membership of the Parish Community, parents are
encouraged to register as parishioners of the parish, if they are not already parishioners.
A Registration form is available on our website (if needed).

FIRST TIME parents must both attend a Baptism Prep Class. You will receive a call from
Deacon Jim & Barbara Turro to arrange your attendance at our next class. Classes are
held at Sacred Heart Church in Bay Head one evening per month. If you cannot attend
our class, you may attend one at another Catholic Church; please present to us a letter
stating you attended an alternate class, noting the date and place of the class.

GODPARENTS: The Church views Godparents as a religious responsibility (not a social
role) as they assume their role in the faith formation of their Godchild. So please be
conscious of these guidelines as you choose Godparents for your child. The Church gives
specific guidelines for Godparents. All Catholics acting as Godparents must:

o Be sixteen (16) years of age or older.
o Have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation

o If married, the marriage must have been celebrated by a Catholic Priest or Deacon
in a Catholic Church (or received a dispensation).

o They are to be Catholics in good standing — practicing their faith.

One certified Catholic in good standing must be present at the ceremony. If more than
one godparent, there must be one man and one woman. If the Godparent cannot be
physically present at the ceremony, they may be represented by a Proxy.

See other side 2>



Godparents must present a Godparent Certification Form with the Pastor’s Certification
portion signed and affixed with their Parish Seal. This form is available on our website and
is to be signed by the pastor of the Church where the godparent is registered. This form
must be filled out by each Catholic Godparent and presented along with a Baptism
Registration form to obtain a Baptism Date.

Please note the following alternatives:

o If you have chosen a Godparent who fulfils the requirements, but for some reason
cannot have their Godparent Certification Form signed, they can come to our
parish office, in person, and sign and have witnessed an Affidavit form for Baptism
Sponsor that will be substituted for the missing Certification.

o If you find difficulty finding someone eligible to be your child’s Godparent, the
priest can fulfill the role of Godparent for your child or we can provide one of our
staff or church volunteers. If you would like this option, please let us know.

Non-Catholics: If you request a non-Catholic to be involved in the Baptism, he/she must
be a baptized Christian. Non-Catholics are called Christian Witnesses, not Godparents.
Catholics who do not meet the listed requirements may not be Christian Witnesses. They
should be faithful in the practice of their faith. Please see the attached FAQ’s re: The Role
of the Christian Witness in Catholic Baptism

BAPTISM DAY:

Baptism Ceremonies are generally scheduled on Sunday at 12:00noon. They do not occur
in the context of a Mass. Note: our last Sunday Mass is at 10:30am.

Everyone should gather at church about 10 minutes before the start of the ceremony.
The ceremony will last about 30-45 minutes (depending on the number of children being
baptized that day, we limit the number of babies to no more than 4)

Feel free to bring whatever is necessary to make your child comfortable during the
Baptism ceremony.

Family members and guests are cordially invited.

A free-will donation for the Church helps to offset the cost of the Liturgy. Your generosity
is appreciated. A Donation envelope is available.

Thank you and God bless you as you plan this memorable day in the life of your child and family.



